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as a revolutionary air They still yearned after the Bourbons
They hated motor-cars and cinemas They kept their minds
in retreat from modernity as they kept their clothes in lavender
"Nevertheless," she added with a laugh, * I am also
sufficiently snobbish to cherish the traditions of a family
which, after all, has stood for something in France I suppose
it's in the blood I can't help myself *
There was a formal interchange of visits Madame
Chartier called on Madame Gati&res Madame Gati&res
called on Madame Chartier Yvonne was asked to tea with
her brother Armand Gati&res and his mother were invited
to dinner, which they understood perfectly was a very special
favour, as few people in Avignon entertained their friends m
a formal way like that Colonel Chartier sat over the port
wine with Armand, and Alphonse was allowed the privilege
of a cigar, which, as he afterwards confessed to his professot
of history, made him feel very unwell Colonel Chartier was
good enough to describe his experiences in Morocco and to
give a character study of Marshal Lyautey whom he regarded
as one of the greatest men ever produced by France It was,
perhaps a little wearying after forty five minutes Alphonse,
watching Armand Gati&res, smiled once or twice during his
father's monologue, and on the way to the salon whispered
a word or two
"My father takes himself very seriously ''
"Why not ?" asked Armand    * It is an excellent quality "
Yvonne asked permission to join some of their sketching
excursions, and being in her brother s company there was no
objection, it seemed, from high quarters They spent a
pleasant day in Aries, and made a sketch of the amphitheatre
They made another expedition to Les Baux, and Yvonne
was enchanted with these old ruins, which she explored with
excitement She was grateful, she said, to Captain Gati&m
for making them come alive and peopling them with old
osts
It was her expression of gratitude which abashed him.

